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Die  Marti s  310  Januarii,  1737. 

ORdered  by  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  affembled, 
That  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  be,  and  are 
hereby  given  to  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Glo- 
cefier^  for  the  Sermon  by  him  preached  be- 
fore this  Houfe  yefterday  in  the  Abby- 
Church  Weftminjier\  and  that  he  be  de- 
fired  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  printed  and 
publimed, 

Wm  Cowper, 

Ckr,  Parliamentor. 


Psal.  LXXVIII.  5,  6,  7,  8. 

—He  commanded  our  Fathers  ,  that  they 
Jhould  make  them  known  to  their  Chil- 
dren. 

'That  the  Generation  to  come  might  know 
them,  eve?i  the  Childrett  which  Jhould  be 
born,  who  foould  arife  and  declare  them 
to  their  Children : 

'That  they  might  fet  their  hope  hi  God,  and 
not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but  keep  his 
Com?nand?nents : 

And  might  not  be  as  their  Fathers,  a  Jlub- 
bom  ajid  rebellious  Generation,  a  Gene- 
ration that  fet  720t  their  heart  aright. 

THESE  words  point  out  to  us  the  proprie- 
ty and  ufefulneis  of  commemorating 
and  eonfidering  the  iignal  Mercies  or 
Judgments,  which  have  in  the  courfe 
of  Providence  been  difpenfed  to  any  Nation.  And 
thev  juftify  particularly  the  Wifdom  of  this  Na- 
tion, in  having  appointed  the  Obfervance  of  cer- 
tain Days,  in  order  to  call  upon  the  People  to 
make  due  reflections  on  the  Great  Events  for  which 
they  were  remarkable. 
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But  this  Wifdom  is  not  juflijied  of  all. 

Some  there  are,  and  not  a  tew,  of  opinion,  that 
the  Three  Annual  Commemorations  of  this  fort, 
which  the  Law  oi  the  Land  hath  enjoined  to  be 
obierved,  might  more  ufefully  be  omitted  than 
continued. — But,  if  thefe  perfons  will  but  calmly 
confider  the  reafon  of  their  firft  appointment,  they 
may  perhaps  become  fenfibie  of  the  reafonablenefs 
of  their  continuance,  or  at  lead:  allow  that  fome 
good  may  proceed  from  it. 

The  firft-  of  thefe  Days,  the  5th  of  November, 
was  fet  apart,  to  put  us  in  mind  of  the  Evil  and 
Danger  of  Popery  and  Tyranny,  from  both  which 
at  different  times  we  have  been  wonderfully  de- 
livered on  that  day ;  and  of  the  benefits  and  blef- 
fings  of  a  True  Religion  and  Legal  Government, 
which  by  the  fame  Mercy  of  Providence  have  been 
eftablifhed  and  preferved  among  us. 

And,  as  we  are  by  this  means  cautioned  againft 
Superftition  and  Bigotry,  Tyranny  and  abfolute 
Power,  on  the  one  hand:  So  the  Anniverfary 
which  we  are  now  afTembled  to  obferve,  was  in- 
tended to  guard  us  againft  the  contrary  extreme, 
of  Fanaticifm  and  Enthufiafm,  of  Lawleffnefs 
and  Licentioufnefs.  For  both  extremes  center 
in  one  and  the  fame  Point,  both  end  in  producing 
the  fame  Diforder  and  Mifery  in  the  World.  If  there 
be  any  difference,  the  latter  feems  to  produce  the 
greater  Evils  of  the  two. 

And  laftly,  to  make  us  fully  fenfibie  of  the  Hap- 
pinefs  we  enjoy  under  a  Limited  Monarchy  and  E- 
pifcopal  Proteftant  Church :  As  this  fecond  Anni- 
verfary was  inftituted  to  remind  us,  that  the  De- 
ftruction  of  Thefe,  far  from  being  a  Benefit,  as  fome 
2  Perfons 


Houfe  of  Lords,  January  30,   i7  37~8-  5   _ 

Perfons  once  fondly  imagined,  will  always  be  the 
preateft  Curfe  to  this  Nation,  as  the  whole  People 
afterwards  by  experience  found  :  So  the  third  the 
20th  of  May,  was  defigned  to  {hew  us,  that  if  ever 
we  mould  again  "lofe  this  incftimable  Bleiling,  no- 
thing could  make  us  eafy  and  happy,  but  the  Re- 
flection of  it  to  us.  . 

Thefe  then  are  fo  many  Land-marks  let  up,  io 
many  Lights  hung  out,  to  caution  all  fucceeding 
Ages  to  fteer  in  fuch  manner,  as  to  keep  at  a  di- 
ftance  from  thofe  Rocks,  which  muft  ctherwife  in- 
evitably dam  them  to  pieces,  and  to  inftruft  them 
from  theExamples  and  Experience  of  former  Times, 
what  their  prefent  Conduct  ought  to  be. 

Thefe  are  the  grand  and  principal  Points  in  which 
the  People  of  this  Nation  are  concern'4,  and  which 
they  principally  and  perpetually  want  to  be  admo- 
nimed  of.  And  therefore  for  admonition  to  them, 
it  was  ordained  by  the  Legiflature,  that  thefe  Pub- 
lick  Commemorations,  fo  well  fuited  to  this  Pur- 
pofe,  mould  be  folemnly  and  perpetually  obferved  : 
To  teach  the  Children  of  the  Generations  to  come,  that 
Pofterity  may  know  them,  and  the  Children  which  are 
yet  unborn  :  'To  the  intent  that  when  they  come  up, 
they  may  pew  their  Children  the  fame. 

But  of  all  thefe  Anniverfaries,  there  is  none  con- 
cerning the  Propriety  and  Ufefulnefs,  of  which 
there  has  been  fo  much  Difpute,  as  That  we  are  this 
Day  obferving. 

Some  there  are  who  think  it  not  only  very  expe- 
dient, but  almoft  ablblutely  neceilaiy,  that  it  mould 
be  ftrictly  and  for  ever  obferved :  Others  judge  it 
not  only  expedient,  but  ncceilliry,  that  the  Obfer- 
vance  of  it  (hould  be  laid  afide  '  Thefe  think,  that 
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the  Continuance  of  it  only  tends  to  keep  alive  and 
foment  Difputes  and  Animofities,  which  would 
otherwife  foon  die  and  be  forgotten.  Tbofe  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  fame  evil  Principles  which  pro- 
duced formerly  this  fatal  Tragedy,  not  only  would 
foon  arife,  were  the  Commemoration  of  it  to  be 
dropped  ;  but  that  they  are  dill  fubfifting,  and  that 
it  is  neceffary  therefore  to  have  the  Obfervance  of 
this  Fail  continued,  purpofely  to  mark  and  difcoun- 
tenance  thofe  who  favour  them :  As  Aaron's  Rod 
xvij  was  ordered  to  be  laid  up  in  the  Sanctuary,  yi?r  a  to- 
ken againji  future  Rebels. 

Some  of  the  former  there  are,  who  in  this  whole 
Proceeding  throw  all  the  blame  entirely  upon  the 
King,  and  think  what  the  People  did  to  be  fo  far 
from  blameable  as  to  be  even  meritorious.  And  ma- 
ny of  the  latter  lay  the  whole  Load  upon  the 
People,  think  them  to  be  blamed  and  the  King  to 
be  juftified  in  every  Part  of  their  refpective  Con- 
duct. 

Thus  are  Men  led  by  their  Paffions  and  Prejudi- 
ces, infbead  of  their  Reafon  and  Judgment.  And 
fo  long  as  they  will  act  and  judge,  not  from  an 
impartial  Regard  to  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe,  but 
from  a  Spirit  of  Oppofition  to  one  another,  they 
muft  neceflarily  run  into  great  Errors  and  Extremes. 
And  till  they  can  divert  themfelves  of  their  prepof- 
feffions,  it  will  be  impoflible  for  them  to  fee  things 
as  they  are,  and  confider  of  them  as  they  deferve. 
Let  us  then  endeavour  to  do  this :  to  lay  afide  Par- 
ty and  Prejudice;  and  think  of  the  Fact  before  us, 
with  that  Attention  which  the  Importance  of  it  re- 
quires, and  that  Serioufnefs  and  Love  of  Truth  which 

are  ratable  to  the  Place  we  are  in. 

And 
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And  let  usjirjl  of  all  confider,  wherein  the  true 
Crime,  the  real  Obliquity,  of  the  Fact  which  we 
this  Day  deplore,  confifted  : 

And  J'econdh\  what  right  Ufa  we  may  make  cf 
reflecting  upon  the  wrong  Behaviour  of  our  Ance- 
flors ;  what  profitable  Inftruction,  from  reviewing 
whatis  pail,  we  may  be  able  to  lay  up  for  the  regula- 
ting our  own  Conduct  for  the  future. 

This  is  a  Behaviour  better  becoming  pious  Chri- 
ftians  and  peaceable  Subjects  upon  this  Day,  when 
we  are  called  upon  by  the  Laws  of  our  Land  to  ob- 
ferve  it  in  a  religious  and  dutiful  manner,  than  on- 
ly to  find  fault  with  what  is  ordered,  and  calumni- 
ate that  which  the  Legillature  hath  thought  fit  to 
command.  Thofe  who  can  find  fo  many  bad  Ef- 
fects proceeding  from  the  Obk  rvance  of  this  Day, 
and  aie  Co  highly  offended  at  the  ill  Ufes  made  of  it, 
will  undoubtedly  be  extremely  glad  to  find  out  any 
good  ones,  and  will  endeavour  to  improve  them  to 
the  utmoft :  they  will  be  plealed  to  have  any  way 
pointed  out,  by  which  the  prefent  Memorial  may  be 
render'd  ufeful,  either  to  themfelves  or  others.  x^.nd 
perhaps  they  may  at  laft  difcover,  that  while  they 
have  been  wholly  taken  up  in  looking  out  for  in- 
conveniences and  fuilts,  they  have  overlooked  the 
Ufes  andAdvantages,  which  might  ariie  from  a  right 
and  religious  Obfervance  of  this  Day. 

How  long  it  fhall  continue  to  be  obierved,  this  is 
a  Matter  which  muft  be  left  to  the  Wifdom  of 
that  Authority  which  at  firft  appointed  it.  But  in 
the  mean  time  it  certainly  becomes  every  private 
Perfon,  to  pay  it  that  regard  which  the  Laws  of 
his  Country  require,  and  make  the  beii  Ufe  he  can 

of 
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of  the  Subject  which  he  is  directed  to    turn  his 
Thoughts  to. 

If  then  upon  this  Anniverfary  he  applies  him- 
felf  to  lament  the  Sins  of  the  Nation  in  general, 
and  his  own  in  particular;  he  may  find  employ- 
ment enough  for  the  Day,  without  fpending  any 
part  of  it  in  juftifying  what  was  done  by  others 
formerly,  or  cenfuring  what  is  enjoined  him  at 
prefent.  But  perhaps,  when  he  proceeds  farther, 
to  confider  the  particular  Crime  which  he  is  called 
upon  this  Day  to  deplore,  he  may  find  fufficient 
Matter  in  that  alfo,  to  exercife  his  Thoughts ;  Mat- 
ter for  Humiliation  in  regard  to  what  is  paft,  and 
of  Inftruction  in  regard  to  what  is  to  come  :  Pro- 
vided he  confiders  it  with  calmnefs  and  impartiali- 
ty. And  let  us  in  this  manner  now  confider, 
wherein  the  true  Crime  and  real  Obliquity  of  the 
Actions,  which  are  the  Subject  of  our  prefent  Hu- 
miliation, confifted. 

And  here  to  fay,  that  Kings  have  a  right  to 
treat  their  Subjects  as  they  pleafe,  and  that  Subjects 
have  no  right  of  Self-defence,  would  be  to  alTert 
what  is  falfe  in  itfelf  and  might  be  fatal  in  its  con- 
fequences.  The  Truth  is,  that  each  have  their 
respective  Rights,  their  refpective  Powers,  and  Du- 
ties. And  l'hefe  in  this  Kingdom  and  Form  of 
Government,  are  by  Laws  diftinctly  afligned  to 
each  of  them.  The  King  is  to  govern,  and  the 
People  are  to  obey,  according  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Land,  which  are  equally  a  Rule  to  Both.  And 
when  Either  tranfgrefs  this  Rule,  they  depart  from 
their  Duty  and  become  guilty  of  a  Crime.  When 
therefore,  in  the  Times  we  are  now  to  confider, 
the  King  claimed  a  Power  of  levying  Money  by 

his 
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his  Own  fole  Command,  of  imprifoning  Perfbns, 
and  efpecially  Members  of  either  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment, by  his  Own  Authority,  He  claimed  what 
He  had  no  right  to.  And  the  People  therefore  had 
a  right  to  deny  and  oppofe  fo  unwarrantable  a  De- 
mand, fo  dangerous  a  Precedent.  And  thofe  who 
did  oppofe  it,  were  to  be  efteemed  worthy  Patriots, 
and  not  to  be  accounted  Rebels. 

When  the  King  on  the  other  Hand  gave  up  fuch 
Demands,  and  difclaimed  fuch  an  Authority  . 
when  he  returned  to  the  Bounds  of  his  Prerogative, 
and  the  People  refufed  to  return  to  the  Bounds  of 
their  Duty  -y  when  it  was  evident  they  were  aiming, 
not  to  keep  their  Sovereign  within  the  Limits  of 
his  Power,  but  to  affume  a  licentious  Power  to 
themfelves  and  over  Him  :  Then  was  the  Crime 
in  the  People  and  not  their  Prince ;  then  were  they 
guilty  of  Rebellion,  in  refitting  their  lawful  So- 
verign  ruling  according  to  Law  over  them,  and  of 
Perfecution,  in  every  Thing  they  made  Him  fuffer 
for  adhering  to  the  jufl  Rights  of  his  Crown. 

That  the  Minifters  of  the  King  were  for  {train- 
ing his  Prerogative  too  far,  in  order  to  ferve  their 
own  and  not  their  Mailer's  Interefts,  was  but  too 
true.  Nay  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  Judges,  the 
Minifters  of  Publick  Juftice  in  the  Land,  pro- 
nounced in  his  Favour,  That  to  be  the  Law  of  it, 
which  was  contrary  to  it.  And  it  cannot  be  denied, 
that  fome  of  thofe,  whole  Profefhon  it  was  to  be 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  of  Truth,  did,  to  ferve 
Worldly  ends  and  purpoies,  preach  up  a  Doctrine 
of  their  own  framing,  as  the  Doctrine  of  Chriit  ; 
that  it  was  unlawful  for  any  Subjects  to  oppofe 
their  Princes,  upon  any  Occafion  or  Account  what- 

B  foever. 
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foever.  Thus  was  the  King  not  only  provoked  by 
the  unreafonable  Perverfenefs  of  one  part  of  his  Sub- 
jects, but  deluded  by  the  Officioufnefs  and  feeming 
Zeal  of  another  part,  to  aflume  a  Power  which  lie 
had  no  right  to. 

They  who  defend  the  Behaviour  of  that  Party 
which  oppofed  the  King,  are  apt  in  their  Declama- 
tions to  be  very  fevere  upon  Court  Flatterers.  And 
no  one  can  fay  any  Thing  to  vindicate  them.  It  is 
but  too  common,  for  Princes  to  aim  at,  and  Parafites 
to  attribute  to  them  more  than  they  ought.  But 
while  this  is  obferved,  it  mufl  not  be  forgotten, 
that  the  People  as  well  as  Princes  have  their  Para- 
fites alfo ;  who  compliment  them  likewife  with 
Powers  not  belonging  to  them,  and  who  hope  to 
advance  themfelves  and  their  Fortunes  as  much  by 
unreafonably  oppofing  their  Superiors,  as  others  by 
complying  with  them. 

But  to  return.  If  the  Encroachments  on  the 
Part  of  the  King  were  fuch  as  the  Subjects  had 
great  Reafon  to  complain  of,  the  Conceffions  on 
the  Part  of  the  King  were  as  many  as  the  Subjects 
could  defire ;  and  more,  not  only  than  it  was  ne- 
ceffary,  but  than  it  was  fit  for  the  King  to  make. 
He  gave  but  too  great  a  Proof  of  his  Defire  to 
do  every  Thing  to  fatisfy  even  the  mod  diffatisfied 
and  unreafonable  of  his  Subjects,  when  he  gave  his 
Aflent  to  the  Act  for  continuing  the  Parliament, 
as  long  as  it  mould  pleafe  the  Parliament  itfelf  to 
be  continued.  And  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this 
AfTent  was  not  by  force  extorted  from  him,  but 
freely  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  Troubles,  and 
before  any  unfortunate  Succefs  can  be  faid  to  have 
reduced  him  to  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  compliance. 

But 
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But    whatever     Compliances    he    at    any  time 
made,  were  all  interpreted   to  proceed  from  fome 
wrong  Motive,  and  none  allowed   to  be  fincerely 
intended.     And  every  furmife  of  his  Adverfari^ 
not  only  then  was,  but  now  is  by  fome  People, 
looked  on  to  be  a  plain  Certainty  ;  while   Fads 
themfelves,  on  the  other  hand,  are  not  admitted  to 
be  of  the  lead  weight.    How  feverely  has  the  King 
been  charged  with  an  Intention  of  breach  of  Pro- 
mife  ?  But  how  many  Promifes,  how  many  Oaths 
did  his  Oppofers  actually  break  ?  And  yet  all  this 
on  that  Side  is  to  pafs  for  nothing.     What  repeated 
Proteftations  did  they  make  of  their  tender  Regard 
for  the  King  and  his  Royal  Dignity  ?  How  Co- 
lemnly  did  they  fwear,  when  they  took  the  folemn. 
League  and  Covenant,  that  they  would  with  their 
Lives  and  Ejiates  prefrve  and  defend  the  Kings  Ma- 
Jeffs  Per/on  and  Authority,  that   the  World  might 
bear     witnefs,    with   their   Confcietices,    of    their 
Loyalty,  and  that  they  had  no  thoughts  or   Inten- 
tention   to   diminijh  'his  Majcftys  juft   Power  and 
Greatnefs  f  How  folemnly  did  thofe  to  whom  the 
King  did  furrender  Himfelf  for   Security  promife, 
that  they  would  defend  him  againft  all  his  Enemies: 
and  how  did  they  immediately  deliver  Him  up  to 
the  moil  irreconcileable  of  them  ? 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  a  Notion  has  been 
taken  up  by  fome,  as  if  it  were  uncharitable  and 
even  unchriftian,  to  brand  any  of  the  Regicides  with 
Infamy.  But  furely  fome  Degree  of  juft  Cenfure 
may  be  permitted  on  Occaiion  of  a  Fad,  to  which 
it  is  allowed  that  there  is  not  in  all  Hiftory  an  en- 
tire Parallel.  There  have  been  many  who  have 
confpired  fecretlv,  or  rebelled  openly   againft  their 
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Princes.  In  the  Fury  of  an  Insurrection,  in  the 
Heat  of  a  Battel,  it  may  often  have  happen'd  that 
rebellious  Subjects  may  have  flain  their  lawful  So- 
vereign. By  fecret  Poifon  or  fudden  ArTaffination 
feveral  Kings  have  fallen.  But  no  Mifcreants  be- 
fore thefe,  ever  thought  of  erecting  themfelves  by 
their  own  Authority  into  a  High  Court  of  Juftice, 
and  placing  their  Sovereign  at  the  Bar  of  it.  Thefe 
Wretches  proceeded  in  cold  Blood,  after  long 
Thought  and  Prayer  too,  to  perpe  rate  the  black- 
eft.  Wickednefs  in  the  moil  folemn  Forms  they 
could  contrive  ;  and  with  unexampled  Hypocrify 
arraigned  the  King  as  an  arbitrary  Prince,  fubvert- 
ano;  the  Fundamental  Laws  of  the  Nation  :  When 
at  the  very  Time  of  their  doing  fo,  they  were  act- 
ing not  only  without  any  Law,  but  againft  the 
whole  Authority  of  the  whole  Conftitution.  For 
even  were  we  to  carry  the  Power  of  the  Repre- 
fentative  Body  of  the  People,  as  far  as  its  moft 
zealous  AfTerters  can  poffibly  carry  it  ;  were  we  to 
fuppofe  there  wrere  a  right  in  them  of  trying  their 
Sovereign  and  even  puniming  Him  with  Death  : 
Yet  thofe  who  committed  this  Fact, were  confeffed- 
ly  fuch,  as  could  pretend  to  no  fort  of  Right  what- 
foever,  putting  the  Matter  upon  any  Scheme  or  Foot 
whatfoever.  They  were  neither  the  Parliament^ 
nor  Commiffioned  by  the  Parliament,  but  an  arm- 
ed Rabble,  not  the  Reprefentative  of  the  tenth  Part 
of  the  People,  as  the  Act  for  observing  this  Fait 
remarks.  The  Majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  true  Reprefentative  Body  of  the  People, 
had,  with  the  Concurrence  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
voted  the  King's  Conceffions  fatisfactory  and  a 
ground    of   Peace.     Thefe  Men    therefore  were 

Traitors 
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Traitors  to  their  Country  as  well  as  their  King, 
were  Rebels  to  the  Parliament  as  well  a^  the 
Crown, 

But,  together  with  their  Civil  Conduct,  their  Be- 
haviour in  Ecclefiaftical  Matters  mult  be  confider- 
ed  alfo,  in  order  to  give  a  full  view  of  what  I  pro- 
pofed  to  fhew  under  this  head,  wherein  their  Wick- 
ednefs  and  Guilt  confifted.  Now,  as  under  pretence 
of  redrefiing  Grievances  in  the  State,  the  Laws  of 
the  Kingdom  were  overturned  by  them :  fo  under 
pretence  of  reforming  Religion,  every  thing  that 
was  decent  and  orderly  in  the  Church  was  by  vio- 
lence abolifhed.     And  while  they  were  committing 
Extravagancies  and  Enormities,    which   a   moral 
Heathen  would  have  ftartled  at,  their  cry  ftill  was, 
that  the  Religion  Eftablilhed  was  not  pure  enough 
for  them.    Their  Confciences  were  fo  tender  and 
fcrupulous,  as  not  to  be  able  to  fuffer  even  fome  in- 
different things  in  the  exterior  of  Religion :  and  at 
the  fame  time  without  any  fcruple  they  broke  thro' 
all  the  we 'ightiejl  Matters,  ofjuftice,   Mercy,  and Matth.  xxiii, 
Faith.     I  do  not  fay  that  they  had  no  reafon  to23- 
complain  of  fome  oppreflive  ads  of  fome  Church- 
men.    They  had,  it  is  too  certain,  but  too  much. 
But  what  mews  their  Iniquity  in  a  peculiarly  ftrong 
Light  is,  that  while  they  were  loudly  exclaiming 
againft  the  Power  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church,  they 
eftablilhed  a  Tyranny  ten  times  greater,   even  in 
die  Opinion  of  the  Enemies  of  the  Church,  than 
the  greateft  which  themfelves  had  charged  it  with. 

When  the  Prelacy  Worfhip  and  Difcipline  of  the 
Church  of  England  was  abolifhed,  and  the  Preiby- 
terian Scheme  exalted  in  its  place:  How  did  thole 
who  had  been  fo  bitterly  inveighing  againft  the  Per- 

fecutions 
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fecutions  of  the  Epifcopal  Party,  behave  towards 

them  and  towards  others  who  differ'd  from  them? 

Did  they  fo  much  as  tolerate  the  Worfhip  of  the 

Church  of  England?  Nay,  they  not  only  perfecu- 

ted  all  Churchmen,  whom  they  looked  on  as  their 

profeffed  Enemies,   but  the  Independents,    whom 

they  before  had  ftiled  their  holy  Friends  and  dear 

Brethren.     And  the  Independents  themfelves  called 

- ,     j*,       the  Prejbyterian  Government  Antichrijlian,  Lordly, 

Gangr.  Part  Cruel,  a  worfe  Bondage  than  under  Prelates.     And 

III.  Pag.  221,  they  called  their  Afj'embly,  Antichriftian,   Romijh, 

Bloody.     Though  Epifcopal  Government  had  been 

vYnY'p     *le^  t0  ke  Antichriftian,  yet  the  whole  new  Form 

29V         ag' of  the  Preibyterian  was  immediately  declared  to  be 

yure  Divino. 

How  much  foever  they  have  cried  out  againft: 
it  fince,  the  Prefbyterians  were  then  very  ready  to 
invoke  theAftiftance  of  the  fecular  Arm;  and  appli- 

aWsHift     e(^  no*  ontyfor  havmg  tfeir  G™n  Form  of  Ecclefiafti- 
Voi.  in.  Pag.  cal  Government  ejlablijked,  but  no  other  tolerated, 
157,  and  284.  and  for  the  Rejlraint  even  of  all  Private  Affemblies. 
The  Parliament  called  in  all  the  Common  Prayer 
Books,  and  impofed  a  Fine  on  thofe  Mini/lers  who 
jhould  read  any  other  Form  than  that  contained  in 
the  Directory.     The  Common  Prayer  was  forbid  to 
be  u fed  not  only  in  publick,  but  in  any  privateFamily 
or  Place,  under  Penalty  of  '5I.  for  the  fir -ft  Offence, 
10  1.  the  fecond ,    the  third  a  Years  Imprifomnent* 
There  wTas  farther,  a  Declaration  of  the  Houfe  of 
Page  365.       Commons  againft  all  who  Jhould  write  or  fay  any 
thing  in  derogation  of  the  New  EJlablified  Church 
Government.     And  ftill  farther,    an  Atf:  of  their 
Paired  Jan.  7.  Parliament,  Impowering  the  Council  of  State  to  re- 
gulate the  Myjiery  of '  Printing.     And  thus  they 

had 
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.ad  an  opportunity  of  fhewing,  how  real  their  re- 
gard was  then,  for  what  is  at  other  times  a  favou- 
rite Topick  with  them,  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 
Nay,  there  was  an  Ordinance,  That  all  who  Jhould  p^d  Mal 
willingly  maintain,  publi/Jj  or  defend,  by  preaching 
or  writing,  certain  Herejies  contrary  to  the  Doc~lrines 
of  the  then  EJlabliJJjed  Church,  Jhould  be  adjudged  Fe- 
lons ;  and  upon  Complaint  or  Proof  by  the  Oaths  of 
two  Witnejjes  before  two  fuflices  of  the  Peace,  be  com- 
mitted to  PriJ'on,  and  in  cafe  they  jhould  not  abjure 
them,  fujfer  Death  :  And  in  caje  they  jl:ould  abjure 
them,  Jljould  find Jecurity  for  their  future  Behaviour. 
If  they  jhould  relapje,  they  fould  fuffer  Death  as  be- 
fore.  It  is  fcarcely  credible,  that  fuch  mould  be  the 
Behaviour  of  a  Set  of  Men,  even  immediately  up- 
on their  firft  exaltation  to  Power,  the  Employment 
of  whofe  Lives  had  been,  while  they  were  out  of 
it,  to  exclaim  againil;  the  Antiehriftian  Tyranny  of 
the  Church  of  England:  and  that  themfelves 
mould  rival  the  Cruelty  of  the  Romijlj  Church,  even 
in  the  moil  cruel  part  of  it,  the  Inquifition.  Liber- 
ty of  Conjcience,  which  they  had  been  fo  highly  ex- 
tolling, when  they  were  undermoft,  as  ibon  as  they 
were  got  uppermoft,  is  cried  down  and  represent- 
ed to  be  the  Root  of  all  Evil,  the  Ruin  of  all  Re- 
ligion.* And  what  hath  been  lately  demanded  as 
a  Natural  Right,  a  Capacity  of/hieing  in  all  State 
Employments,  was  then  looked  upon  by  themfclvo 
in  a  quite  contrary  Light,  and  no  Las  man  . 
ever  was  capable  of  any  Office,   Civil  tr  Military, 

*  Fid.  EJwarJs's  Gingr.  and  other  V.  H«Bnonio 

lent  of  the  Laucalhire  Miniftew,   1648.     Cau   erfs  rndepei  I 

-reat    Schifm,   1657.     B.ixt.    Non.  Conf.   P] 
Den.  Ep.  Mon.  and  his  Ch.  Div.  and  other  V 
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whaffbever,  who  did  not  qualify  himfelf  by  taking 
the  Covenant.  *f* 

Thus  then  at  length  all  the  pretended  Reforma- 
tion both  of  Church  and  State  ended  in  the  De- 
struction of  Both;  and  at  the  fame  time  of  all  Li- 
berty, Civil  and  Religious.  For,  inftead  of  the 
Grievances,  part  of  them  imaginary  ones,  which 
thcfe  Men  had  fo  much  complained  of  under  the 
Government  of  their  lawful  Prince,  the  foreft  Ty- 
ranny was  introduced  that  ever  this  Nation  felt; 
not  of  one,  but  of  many  Tyrants,  and  fome  of  them 
the  loweft  and  worft  of  the  People.  Then  were 
j.  „  t.  thofe  Prophecies  verified  in  our  Land.  The  Peo- 
24..  pie  fli all  be  opprejfed  every  one  by  another ;  and  every 

one  by  his  neighbour,  The  child  fiall  behave  himfelf 
proudly  againfi  the  ancient,  a?id  the  bafe  againf  the 
honourable.  Behold,  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth  wafle, 
and  turneth  it  npfide  down.  And  it  fhall  be,  as  with 
the  people  fo  with  the  priefl,  as  with  the  fervant  fo 
'with  his  mafiler,  as  with  the  maid  fo  with  her  mi- 
ftrefs,  as  with  the  buyer  fo  with  the  feller,  as  with 
tloe  lender  fo  with  the  borrower  I  The  hand  fiall  be 
utterly  fpoiled,  becaufe  the  L  ord  hathfpoken  the  word. 
The  earth  is  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  thereof  be- 
caufe they  have  tranfgreffed  the  laws,  changed  the  or- 
dinance, broken  the  everlafling  covenant. 

This  State  of  Things  was  too  diforderly  and  pre- 
pofterous  to  laft  long:  and  it  naturally  ufhered  in  a- 
nother  ipecies  of  Tyranny,  that  of  a  Single  Man, 
who  having  raifed  himfelf  from  a  low  rank  in  life 
only  by  the  pretence  of  pulling  down  arbitrary 
power,  as  foon  as  ever  he  was  exalted,  exercifed  a 
more  arbitrary  Power  himfelf,  than  any  of  our  law- 
ful 

f  AkfsHift.  Vol.  III.  Pag.  82. 
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ful  Princes  had  ever  attempted  to  do.     It  had  been 
charged  upon  the  King,  as  the  greateft  breach  of 
the  Liberties  of  the  People,  that  he  went  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  demand  the  Perfons  of  fome 
of  the  Members  :   Whereas  the  Ufurper  afterwards 
by  force  of  arms  turned  all  the  Members  out  of  that 
Houfe,  treating  them  and  all  their  Privileges  with 
the  utmoft  contempt.     And  when  it  pleafed  him 
to   call   a  new  houfe  of  Commons,    in  the  very 
Writs  he  named  the  Members,  whom  he  appointed 
to  ferve  for  every  County  and  Borough.     And  this 
was  the  Free  Parliament  ^  which  declared  him  Pro- 
tector. *  *VldCUreni. 
After  the  Death  of  this   Tyrant,  an   Anarchy  Hift.YoX.  ill. 
wilder  than  ever  again  enfued.    Not  only  every  one  Book  I+< 
grew  weary   of  the  Changes  almoft  every  day  in- 
troduced ;    but  thofe  who  loved  Change  the  molt, 
had  quite  tired  their  Invention  in  projecting  Chan- 
ges.    One  of  the  Parties  concerned  in  producing 
this  Confufion,  the  Anabaptifts,  have  given  us  a 
remarkable  Defcription  of  it,  in  their  Addrefs  to  the 
King,   then  in  exile  j  which   the  Noble  Hiftorian 
of  this  Day  hath  taken  care  to  preferve  :  f  There  ^Vilclareniu 
they   declare,    That  when  they  conjiderd  the  many  Hift.  Vol.  lit 
Changings,     Turnings   and    Overturning*    of  Go- Bo' 
pernors  and  Governments,    which  in  theje  Revolu- 
tions  of  a  few  Tears   had  been  produced  in  this 
Land  of  Miracles,  they  were  Jw allowed  up  in  afto- 
nijhment  :  And  acknowledge,  that  their  many  Fol-^ 
lies  and  Imprudences  had  not  been  the  leqft  means  of 
giving  birth  and  growth  to  thofe  many  Mi  fries  which 
theje  Three  once  mqfi fiourijhing  Kingdoms  did  at  that 
time  moftfadly  groan  under.  They  confefs,  that  t 
had  been  roving  up  and  down,  this  wry  an  I  that  w< 
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through  the  uncouth  and  untrodden  Paths  ofFanatick 
and  Enthujia/lick  Notions,  till  at  loft,  but  too  late, 

,•  found  themjelves  intricated  in  Jo  many  Wi?id'mgsi 
Labyrinths  and  Mceanders  of  Knavery,  that  nothing 
but  a  divine  Clue  from  Heaven  could  be  able  to  extri- 
cate them.  They  acknowledge,  that  they  had  added 
the  greatefl  Hypocrify  to  their  other  Si?is,  and  in  the 
midft  of  their  Abomiiiations,  too  bad  to  be  named  a- 
mong  the  worfi  of  Heathens,  had  not  wanted  the  im- 
pudence to  Jay,  Let  J 'ejus  Chrifl  be  exalted,  let  his 
Kingdom  be  advanced,  let  the  Go/pel  be  propagated. 
And  they  lament  the  Fruits  of  their  Folly  and 
Wickednefs  in  thefe  words,  We  have  f own  Faclion, 
and  we  have  reaped  Confufion  :  When  we  looked  for 
Liberty,  behold,  Slavery :  When  we  expecledRightcouf 
nejs,  behold,  Opprejjion  ! 

During  this  Confufion,  there  were  very  near 
approaches  made  towards  that  happy  State,  which 
fome  Men  are  fo  earneftly  wifhing  now  to  fee, when 
there  was  no  Religion  at  all  eftablifhed.  Then  was 
that  favourite  Expedient  in  good  meafure  tried, 
which  they  fo  much  want  to  have  another  and  a  full 
trial  of. 

Of  all  this  Confufion  both  in  Religion  and  State, 
which  happen'd  in  the  Nation,  God  was  made  the 
Author :  Every  thing  thefe  Wretches  did,  was  ftill 
the  Lord's  doing.  And  thus  it  came  to  be  faid  of 
them,  with  the  fame  Infult  and  Scorn,  as  it  was  by 
Ezehxxwi.  the  Heathen,  of  the  degenerate  IJraelites-, — "Thefe 
2°-  are  the  people  of  the  Lord. 

Zeal  againft  Popery  was  one  of  the  chief  Pro- 
fefhons  which  thefJ  Men  made.  And  yet  not- 
withftancttng  their  double  Zeal  againft  it,  they 
have  certainly  been  the  moft  ufeful  Tools  for  the 

advan- 
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advancement  of  it,  which  the  Popes  have  ever  em- 
ployed.    And  that  in  acting  this  Tragedy,   they 
were,  without  knowing  it,  employed  by  the  Pope, 
is  the  Excufe  in  extenuation  of  this  Wickednefs, 
which  their  own  Friends  have  pleaded  for  them. 
But  without  queftion  they  gave  the  deepeft  Wound 
to  Proteftantifm  which  it  has  ever  received,  and  the 
Scar  of  which  mull  for  ever  remain.    So  far  indeed 
as  it  can  be  done,  the  Obfervance  of  this  Fail  takes 
away  the  Reproach,    which  otherwife   both  our 
Country  and  Religion  muft  have  lain  under,  on  ac- 
count of  the  horrid  Facts  which  thefe  Wretches- 
committed.     And  this  was  one  great  Reafon,  and 
furely  not  an  inconfiderable  one,  of  its  Inftitution. 
For  thus  the  Act  itfelf  declares :  Becaufe  by   this 
Murther  the  Proteflant  Religion  has  received  the 
greateji  Wound  and  Reproach,  and  the  People  of  Eng- 
land the  moji  injupport  able  Shame  and  Infamy,  that 
it  was  pojfiblefor  the  Enemies  of  God  and  this  King- 
dom to  bring  upon  us  ;  while  the  Fanatick  Rage  of  a 
few  Mi/creants,  who  were  as  far  from  being   true 
Prote/lants,  as   they  were  from  being  true  Subjecis, 
Jlands  imputed  by  Adverfaries  to  the  whole  Nation  : 
We  therefore ',  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
afjembled,  do  hereby  renounce,  abominate  and  prote/l 
again/l  that  impious  Murther  and  mo/l  unparaUeld 
Treafon.     And  for  the  better  vindication  of  ourfehes 
to  Pojlerity,  and  as  a  la/ling  Monument  of  our  other- 
wife  inexprejjible  Detefiation  of  this  villanous  and  a^ 
bominable  Facly  We  defire  that  the  slnnher jars   of 
this  Day  may  for  ever  be  obferved  as  a  Fall. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  I  repeat  the  words 
of  this  x\ct,  I  would  have  it  ranember'd,  That  care 
has  been  alio  taken,  by  the  appointment  of  another 
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Anniverfary  to  fhew,  that  it  is  as  much  the  Senfe  of 
the  Legiflature,  that  tyrannical  Encroachments  of 
Princes  ought  to  be  oppofed,  as  that  the  extravagant 
Licentioufnefs  of  the  People  ought  to  be  reftrain- 
ed. 

It  was  not  therefore  merely  the  Refitting  of  a 
King,  in  which  the  Iniquity  we  this  Day  bewail 
con  lifted.  But  it  was  refilling  him  when  Refi- 
ftance  was  not  neceffary  :  it  was  adding  to  this  In- 
juftice  that  of  his  barbarous  Murther :  it  was  taking 
away  the  Lives  and  Properties  of  multitudes  of 
their  innocent  Fellow-Subjects :  and  deftroying  with 
the  King  the  Conftitution  and  Kingdom  itfelf :  in 
which  confifted  the  Iniquity  we  this  Day  profefs 
our  abhorrence  of. 

This  was  the  Cafe  and  Fact  at  that  time.  And 
this  was  not  the  Cafe  and  Fact:  at  the  Revolution. 
Though  the  Patrons  of  the  oppofite  Extremes,  with 
refpect  to  Government,  would  yet  unite  in  reprefent- 
ing  it  to  be  fo  :  As  both  think  it  may  be  turned  to 
ferve  the  unreafonable  Pofition  they  are  for  ad- 
vancing. Thofe  who  are  for  the  Defpotick  Power 
of  Kings,  afTert  that  King  James  II.  was  as  unlaw- 
fully refilled  afterwards,  as  King  Charles  I.  had  been 
deprived  of  his  Crown  and  Life  before.  Thofe  who 
are  of  Antimonarchick  Principles,  have  been  defi- 
rous  to  maintain,  That  the  Beheading  of  K.  Charles 
was  as  lawful,  as  the  Opposition  made  to  K.  James; 
and  that  both  were  to  be  juftified  upon  the  fame 
Principles  and  by  the  fjme  Reafons  only.  It  is  very 
apparent  however,  that  there  was  a  great,the  greateft, 
Difference,  between  the  two  Cafes :  Indeed  there 
was  no  other  Similitude,  than  that  a  remarkable 
Change  of  Government  both  times  happen'd.    The 

one 
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one  was  from  good  to  bad,  the  other  the  reverfe : 
The  Confequence  of  the  one  was  the  ruining;  of  the 
other,  the  preferving  the  Conftitution  :  of  the  one, 
the  good,  of  the  other,  the  evil  Effects  do  we  at 
this  day  feel.  In  the  one  all  was  Confufion  Difor- 
der  and  Rapine  :  in  the  other,  every  thing  was  con- 
ducted with  the  greateft  Calmnefs,  and  all  the  Pro- 
ceedings were  juft  and  regular.  The  Means  made 
ufe  of  on  this  latter  Occafion  were  lawful  and  good, 
like  the  End  propofed  to  be  accomplished  by  them. 
But  of  a  very  different  nature  were  thole,  which  effe- 
cted the  Evil  we  are  now  affembled  toexprefs  our  de- 
teftation  of.  It  was  not  an  armed  Force,  an  illegal 
Power,  But  the  Two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  theRe- 
prefentative  Body  of  the  Nation,  which  decided 
and  fettled  every  thing  at  the  Revolution.  This  was  a 
Change  carried  on  by  the  Members  of  the  Etta- 
blifhed  Church,  while  too  many  of  the  Dlffenters 
from  it  were  employed  in  courting  and  receiving 
Favours  from  the  Popifh  Power.  But  thole  Sons  of 
Violence,  who  acted  the  Tragedy  of  this  Day,  had 
deftroyed  the  Parliament,  and  Church  alio,  before 
they  proceeded  to  deftxoy  their  Sovereign.  In  the 
one  of  thefe  Tranfactions,  there  was  unexampled 
Barbarity  and  Cruelty  :  The  other  was  lb  conduct- 
ed, as  fcarce  to  have  the  Blood  of  a  lingle  Perlbn 
{hed  in  this  Nation.  In  fliort,  the  one  will  be  the 
eternal  Honour  as  well  as  Advantage,  and  the  other 
the  Scandal  and  Reproach  of  this  Nation.  One  of 
thefe  Facts  hath  been  of  the  greateft  fervice  to  Ty- 
rany  and  Superltition  in  the  World.  For  Men  ha- 
ving feen  to  what  lengths  thole  Perlbns  went,  who 
profefled  to  fet  themfelves  up  on  purpofe  to  pull 
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down  both  ;  and  that  they  really  introduced  much 
greater  Evils,  than  thofe  they  pretended  to  remove: 
It  was  impoffible  to  prevent  their  laying  hold  on 
this,  as  an  Argument  againft  all  Attempts  whatfo- 
ever,  to  reftore  the  Rights  or  reform  the  Religion 
of  any  People.  The  other,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Revolution,  hath  helped  to  anfwer  this  Objection. 
It  has  fhewed  that  there  may  be  Zeal  without  En- 
thuiiafm,  and  Reformation  without  Deftruction  : 
that  a  Nation  may  proceed  in  thefe  difficult  and 
arduous  Affairs,  with  all  that  Wifdom  and  Calm- 
nefs,  which  is  necelfary  to  conduct  them  rightly 
and  conclude  them  happily.  And  on  that  Account, 
this  Event  may  prove  of  as  great  fervice  to  Religion 
and  Mankind  in  general,  as  it  has  done  to  this 
Church  and  Kingdom  in  particular. 

But  I  very  willingly  leave  making  Reflections 
upon  the  Behaviour  of  others,  to  proceed  to  what 
is  of  more  Importance,  an  Application  to  ourfelves: 
That  we  may  amend  and  avoid  in  our  own  Beha- 
viour, whatever  we  have  remarked  to  be  wrong  in 
the  Conduct  of  thofe  who  have  gone  before  us. 

And  who  can  have  looked  back  upon  the  Confu- 
fion  and  Miferv,  which  Enthufiafm  and  Licentiouf- 
nefs  occafioned  in  this  Land,  and  not  determine  with 
himfelf  to  be  exceedingly  cautions,  not  to  be  delu- 
ded and  drawn  afide  by  either  of  them  ?  For  when 
once  he  is  drawn  afide,  how  far  he  may  go  he 
knows  not. 

Thofe  who  are  Enemies  to  Monarchy  may  here 

view  the  Mifchiefs, which  Anarchy  wrought  in  thefe 

Kingdoms  5  and  learn  to  be  as  much  on  their  Guard 

1  againft 


Houfe  of  Lords,  January   30,    1  737"8-  23 


againft  the  Licentioufnefs  of  a  People,  as  the  Ty- 
ranny of  a  King.  They  may  very  plainly  ice,  that 
the  Licentioufnefs  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  governed, 
can  as  fully  and  effectually  deftroy  Liberty,  as  the 
Encroachments  of  thofe  who  govern. 

Princes,  on  the  other  hand,  and  thofe  who  are 
in  Power  under  them,  may  be  cautioned  from  be- 
holding this  fatal  Tragedy,'  never  to  attempt  to 
ftretch  that  Power  beyond  its  due  Bounds. 

Thofe  who  are  Enemies  to  the  Eftablimed 
Church,  may  fee  the  Effects  which  the  deftroying  of 
it  produced ;  and  learn  to  refpe<3  it  more,  when 
they  contemplate  the  Confufion  and  Oppreflion 
which  another  Form  of  Worfhip  occafioned  in  the 
Nation.  And  thofe  who  are  Friends  to  it  may  fee, 
that  all  violent  Methods  and  extravagant  Claims, 
muft  prove  of  great  dhTervice  to  it.  But  more  particu- 
larly Thofe  who  are  in  Authority  in  the  Church,  may 
from  the  Occurrences  of  thofe  Times  be  inftrudt- 
ed,  never  to  carry  that  Authority  farther  than  its 
juft  Limits;  and  never  to  aim  at  any  more  Power, 
than  by  the  Word  of  God  and  Laws  of  the  Realm 
they  are  plainly  inverted  with. 

Again:  While  we  lament  the  Misfortunes  of  former 
Times,  we  cannot  but  be  led  to  rejoice  over  the  Felici- 
ty of  our  own  ;  who  live  under  a  King,  who  has  as 
tender  a  regard  for  every  Right  of  his  Subjects,  as  he 
can  have  for  any  Prerogative  of  his  own  Crown. 
We  mud:  indeed  bewail  the  Lofs  of  a  Queen,  with 
whom  his  Majefty  and  his  People  were  bleffed, 
not  of  a  different  Religion,  nor  in  a  different  Inte- 
reft  from  thofe  of  this  Country ;  which  was  the 
great  Unhappinefs  both  of  the  Prince  and  the  Peo- 
ple, in  the  Reign  we  have  been  looking  back  to  : 
*  But 
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But  united  as  much  in  Affection  to  the  Nation, 
as  She  was  to  his  Majefty  Himielf.     We  have  this 
conlblation  however    left,    that   Both  of  Them, 
inftead  of  fuffering  any  wrong  Notions  of  Power 
to  be  infilled  into  their  Royal  Offspring,  (which 
had   been  again  another  great  Misfortune  of  the 
Prince  and  Times,  which   are  the  fubjecf  of  this 
Days  Commemoration :)  They  Both,  I  fay,  have 
taken  fo  great  care  to  inftill  the  fame  right  Maxims 
into  a  numerous  Pofterity  ;  that,  if  we  look  for- 
ward from  our  own  to  future  Times,  we  may  have 
a  pleafing  Profpecf,  that  our  own  Pofterity  fhall, 
if  our  own  Licentioufnefs  does  not  prevent  it,  be 
free  and  happy. 

And  as  there  is  no  Oppremon  in  the  State,  £> 
is  there  none  in  the  Church,  even  for  thofe  at  this 
time  who  with  and  want  to  be  complaining,  to 
be  able  to  complain  of. 

Upon  the  Whole    then  let  us  recoiled,   That 
We   of  this  Nation,    have  had  experience  of  all 
forts  of  Mercies  and  Miferies.     We  have  both  {cen 
and  felt  the  Tyranny  of  Popery,  the  Wildnefs  of 
Enthufiafm,    and  the  Wantonnefs  of  Licentiouf- 
nefs :  And  we  now  feel  the  Bleffmgs  of  a  fober  Re- 
ligion and  a  free  Government.     We  have  indeed 
fo  long  felt  them,    that  we  feern  to  be  growing 
wearv  of  them.     But  let  us  neither  become  fo  un- 
grateful to  our  God  nor  unkind  to  ourfelves.  Let  us 
take  care  to  mew  ourfelves  worthy  of  Liberty,  by 
{hewing  that  we  know  how  to  ufe  it,and  that  we  un- 
derftand  the  difference  between  that  and  Licentiouf- 
nefs.   Let  us  remember,  that  there  is  one  thing,  and 
but  one  thing,  worfe  than    abfolute  Power,  and 
^hat  is  an  unbridled  Licentioufnefs.     Let  not  us  be 
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fond  of  thole  Republican  Schemes,  which,  under 
the  Pretext  of  Liberty,  introduced  the  heavieft  Ty- 
ranny, which  this  Nation  ever  groaned  under.  Let 
not  us  be  for  exchanging  That,  which  we  have 
proved  by  a  long  experience  to  be  good  and  ufe- 
ful,  for  That  which  a  very  fhort  experience  made 
the  whole  Nation  weary  of.  Let  us  beware  how 
we  fpread  fuch  Notions  among  the  People,  as 
will  leifen  that  reipect  to  Publick  Authority,  with- 
out which,  not  only  thofe  who  govern,  but  thofe 
who  are  to  be  governed  alio,  cannot  be  fafe. 

Whoever  looks  back,  muft  fee,  that  one  great 
Step  towards  all  the  Confufion  which  happened  af- 
terwards was,  that  the  Attention  of  the  Common 
People  had  been  drawn  off  from  their  own  Bufineis 
to  the  Publick  Proceedings.  And  whoever  looks 
about  him  now  muft  fee,  that  the  fame  Thing 
again  but  too  much  prevails.  Declamatory  Pa- 
pers are  induftrioufly  put  into  all  Hands :  And, 
whatfoever  the  Intention  may  be,  the  Effect 
muft  be  very  bad.  While  the  lower  People  are 
taken  up  with  thefe  things,  they  muft  be  taken  off 
from  their  Labour.  And  when  by  their  Idlenefs 
they  have  helped  to  bring  Diftreffes  upon  them- 
felves,  they  murmur  at  thofe  who  rule  over  them.  If.  viii.  21. 
They,  as  the  Israelites  did,  —  curfe  their  God  and 
their  King,  and  look  upwards.  In  the  midft  of  Plen- 
ty they  murmur  at  that  Providence  which  fends  it: 
in  the  midft  of  Security  they  murmur  at  that  Go- 
verment  by  means  of  which  they  enjov  it.  Men 
without  Morals  are  for  framing  a  Religion  of 
greater  Perfection  than  the  Chriftian  :  and  Men 
without  Wifdom  enough  to  be  able  to  govern 
themfelves,  are  contriving  new  Schemes  and  invent- 
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ing  better  Forms  of  Government  for  others;  and 
they  are  eager  for  pulling  down  what  is  fettled,  in 
order  to  the  fetting  up  fomething,  they  know  not 
even  themfelves  what. 

Religion  at  the  fame  time  is  treated  with  as  much 
Freedom  and  as  little  Decency,  as  Government  or 
any  other  Subject  whatfoever  can  be.  And  while  this 
is  fo,  what  can  be  expected  as  to  other  things?  When 
once  People  grow  weary  of  their  God,  it  is  not  to  be 
imagined,  that  they  will  be  likely  long  to  remain 
faithful  to  their  King,  or  juft  to  one  another.  If 
anv  Man  is  really  a  Friend  to  his  Country,  he 
mould  take  care  to  {hew  himfelf  to  be  fuch  by  being 
a  Friend  to  Religion  too.  Whatever  tends  to  the 
removing  out  of  Mens  Minds  all  Principles  of  Re- 
ligion, tends  to  the  removing  out  of  the  World  all 
Government  and  Order.  Religion  above  all  things 
conduces  to  fecure  Refpect  and  Obedience  to  the 
Civil  Magistrate.  It  will  have  a  good  influence  both 
on  thofe  that  govern,  and  thofe  that  obey.  It  will 
teach  the  former  to  rule  over  Men  in  the  Fear  of 
God:  It  will  teach  the  latter  to  obey  not  only  for 
Wrath  but  for  Confcience  fake. 

Let  us  then  firft  make  ourfelves  good  Chriftians, 
and  that  will  make  us  good  Subjects  and  good  Neigh- 
bours. Let  us  plant  in  ourfelves  and  promote  in 
others  all  thofe  Chriftian  Virtues  and  Graces,  which 
tend  to  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  all  Mankind. 
Let  us  extirpate  thofe  Vices  and  Paffions,  which 
render  the  World  unhappy;  which  make  Men  un- 
eafy  in  themfelves  and  pernicious  to  others ;  which 
are  the  Mifery  of  every  private  Perfon,and  the  Bane 
of  publick  Society. 
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To  conclude  :  If  either  the  Remembrance  of  paffc 
Bleffings,  or  Profpect  and  Hopes  of  future ;  if  either 
the  Memory  of  pad:  Miferies,  or  Apprehenfions  of 
others  to  come,  can  have  any  effect  upon  us :  If  we 
have  any  love  for  our  Country,  any  regard  for  our 
felves,  or  concern  for  our  Pofterity  :  Let  every  one 
of  us,  each  in  his  proper  Station,  contribute  his  ut- 
moft  to  fupport  and  improve  our  happy  Conftitu- 
tion  both  in  C1iurch  and  State.  The  Intereft  of 
the  One  depends  on  that  of  the  Other :  And  the 
Intereft  both  of  Prince  and  People  equally  depends 
upon  the  Prefervation  of  Each  of  Them. 
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